Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®:
« where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed

£15 million; or
+ where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25.000

or less but that:

» are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or

* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Govemnance and Accountability Retum at the

2 The Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s intemal auditor.
+ Sections 1 and 2 must ba completed and approved by the authonty.
= Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be retumed fo the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Govemance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website‘webpage
before 1 July 2026. '

4, An authority with gither gross InCOMEe of gross expenditune exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
ngither income nor expenditure exceading £25,000, but which is unable to certify itselfl as exempl, or is
requesting a imited assurance review, must retumn to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letiers will incur a charge of £40 +VAT.

* the Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn Sections 1 and 2, together with

*+ a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

+ an explanation of any significant year on year vanances in the accounting stalements
lﬁimﬁmdﬁﬁmmmﬂmhﬂmmmmmﬁp&m

= Annual Intemal Audit Repont 2025/26
Unless requested, do not send any additional documenis to your external avuditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the extemal auditor has completed the Emited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Govermnance and Accountabiity Retum Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will b retumed 1o the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority websiterwebpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

. mdmmwmmumﬁmHMammM|mmmmmﬁ
are as yel unaudited,

+ Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

= Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 Seplember 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of conclusion of audit

* Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

« Sectlons 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the imited assurance review. It
is recommeanded as best practice, 10 avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interestod

Tha Aswrmssl Geirwieimudncs dnd Actourbabedity st condtluled P arnsl nelum mefermsd 0 in e Acoournts snd Auck Reguiitons 2015,
Trroughout, e wonds ‘eernal suclionr e Fae same medaning o T words Tocal sudicr’ in T Accounts and Audit Reguistons 2015,
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Propor
Practices ane found in the Practiboners” Guide® which i updated from tme 1o time and contains everything
neaded o prepare succasshully for the financial year-and and the subsequent work by the axtemal auditor.
Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boes left emply) and is propedy signed and dated. Any
amendmonts miust be approvid by he authorty and propory mitiallod.

The authority should receive and nole the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Govemance Stalement and the accounts.

Use the checkdist provided badow 1o review the AGAR for compleleness before retuming i/ to the extemnal
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

The Annual Govemnance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Secton
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented o
The RFO = reguired 1o commence the public nghts parniod which must be a single penod of 30 working days for
inspection | thes excludes weekends and pubbc hobiays) whach must nciude the first 10 working days of July.

You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

Make sure that the copy of the bank reconcilabon 1o be sent 1o your exiemal audsior with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The exiemal auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation 1o Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More haip on bank reconciliation is avadable in the Practiioners’ Guide®,

Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detaded
accounting reconds instead of this cxplanation. The extemal auditor wants to know thal you understand the
reasons fior all vanances. include complete numencal and nafratrve analyses (o support the full vanance.

« Additional costs may be moumed if addiional audit work 5 requined.
+ Make sure thal the accounting statements add up and that the balance camied forwand from the previpus year

(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the cument year (Box 1 of 2026).

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement dale for the
exercese of public rights which must be a single penod of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and publc hobdays) which must nclude the first 10 working days of July.

* The authority must publish on the authority website’webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the penod lor the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist = M

Al sachons Have all heghbghted boxes have been cormpleted?

| Hass all adisonal information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights. béen provided fo the exiemal audior? e

Secton 1 ) For vy statemant 10 which the response i 'no’, has an explanation been publsshed 7

Sechon 2 Has the Responsiie Financaal Ofcer Signed the accounting statements before

presentaton 1o the authonty for approval? e
Has s Sultwisrity’s approwal of tha Scoounbing statements baan confirmed

by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting? V/
Has an oxplanaton of ssgnidicant vanabons boan publshed whers requircd?
Has the bank reconckabon as al 31 March 2026 been reconclied to Bax &7
IHunuﬂuﬂmﬂmmmh?ﬂhﬁmw

Sechions 1 and 2 Trust funds — m#mbﬂnulﬁﬂwu:mm:l

olé manasgng rusiee? NB: 00 nol send Inus! sccountng stalements uniess requestod F}‘H

'Governance and Accountabiiity for Smaller Authorities in England - & Practiioners’ Gulde (o Proper Practices,
Can e Aownioaded Irom waw.nalc. gov.uk of o www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the members of:
HEWORTH WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for

the preparation of the Accounting Statemants. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 20286, that:
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how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheots must be published with the Annual
Governance Stalement.
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

HEWORTH WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

1. Balancss browghl Tedal Balateas and rodsres of the beginning of B pear
Foraard 60,385 58 542 sz recorded in the financal records Value must agres

hﬂu?ﬂmﬁu:ﬂu

. [*) Pracept or Flades and Totad amount of precept (or for IDBS rates and keves)
Lenvigs. 21,239 21,252 received or receivable in the year Exclude any grants

e ] )
3 [#) Tokal offer receipts > Todad income or recwpls &5 oorded in ihe cashbook ees
17,614 6,300 the precept or miesievies received [ine 2) Inciude sny
granis reotieed

4, (-) 5iaf costs Todal axpandifry or payrmands mads o and on bebalf

11.720 13,382/ | of aF amployees. nclude roas salanos and wages,
2] iyt N confnbuinns, ampioyms pensoer
contabutans. oratulies and SEverance payments

5 =) Loan inferecsticapial Todal expenditure or payments of capital and interest
ot Y 0 Q| misde durmg the ypear on the authonty's barmomangs 1 any)

G, (-} AN other payments x Edirmormamﬂﬁnmﬂm-

27,976 28,699| book lpss staf costs (ine 4] and joan inferesticapial

7. [=) Balantes caved Todad balsncas and retonvas af ifw and of e year
forward 59,542 45,013 must oqual (1+243) - (#+5+6).

8. Total value of cashand _ The sum of aff cumont and deposT Bank SCCOWNTS, Cash
short lerm investments 59,542 45,013 holdings and short lerm imestments hold a5 at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconcilalion.

9. Tolal S assets phus o 3 The walue of af the pOperTy the SUENOATY DWNS — I (5 Mage
ROy BT TR 204 592 205,371) w of all s Exod assels and long lerm imvesiments as af
Al FEEats 1 March

10, Total bomowings The cotsianding capdnd badance as af 31 March of &l loans
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For gredance relfer io the Praciitioners” Gulde sections 2 .37 o 2.33.

| cortify that fior the year ended 31 Manch 2026 the Accounting

| conlfirm that these Accounting Stalements were

Stalements in this Annual Govermnancs and Ancountabiity approved by this authonity on this dals:
Retum have been preparsd on either a recsipts and paymants
of o and expenditure basis lolowing the guidandcs in 18/05/2026
Govemancs and Accountabdity for Smaller Aulhorifies — 8 :
Practtioners’ Guide 10 Proper Practices and present farty
tho financial position of this Buthority. &S Peconded i mirls neference:
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being | 87/2026¢
prosentsd to the authority for approval.
/ -_rﬁ = Sagned by Chasr of the mestng whans he Actountng
Bt 110572026 m -l e S—
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26
In respect of HEWORTH WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our resporssblity s auckiors 1o complcio 8 lmded Bssursnce review o sl ool by T Nabonal Audt Ofcs (MADL A bmited
agarane rpdew i not o hulll stabotony sudil, i does rof constlule an suc carred oul in sotondence with Intemational
Standards on Audting (UK & ieland] and heno 1 dobs nol provicds the tame el of Steurancs that such an auclt would.
The UK, Gowerrrrand has. dederrrned et a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory sudt & aporoorate
o Sacemty ool Pt cctess, walh e doowerssd bevelks: of spending,
iUnder 3 lrmilod assurance neey, e Budiofn & raponsis lor revitaing Sechons 1 and 2 of B Arnual Govermanos and
Accouniabilty Retum in scoordance with NAD Auditor Guidance Mot (2 (AGH (02) as ssued by The NAD on behalf of The
ﬁ-ﬂﬂwmﬂlﬂ & arvailablo fom the HAD webste -

St ooty ooy e/t il -privcioaiguidance-and-=ripnmat on- o -audiore” |
Thiss authority 5 responsible lor ensuning thel ds Snancial mansgement i sdeguabe and effecive and that it has
8 sound sysiem of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemnance and Accountabeity Rietum in
BCTOIEAnCE with Progdys Pracions wheth:

« summarses tha acoounting necords for tha yesr ended 31 Masch 2028 and
* goniinms and provides assurance on Tt maters thal are relevant o our duies and responsibities 8 extemal audiors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26
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3 External auditor certificate 2025/26
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Accourtablicy Return, and deschasged o resporsibliies under the Local AudR and Actountablity
04, for B year ended 31 March 2028 i
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